
Collect for Purity


Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all 
desires known, and from whom no secrets are 
hidden: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the 
inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may 
perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy 
name; through Christ our Lord.  Amen.


Song:  Praise, my soul, the King of heaven


Praise, my soul, the King of heaven, 
to his feet thy tribute bring; 
ransomed, healed, restored, forgiven, 
who like thee his praise should sing? 
Praise Him! Praise Him!

Praise Him! Praise Him! 
praise the everlasting King. 
 
Praise him for his grace and favour 
to our fathers in distress; 
praise him, still the same for ever, 
slow to chide and swift to bless; 
Praise Him! Praise Him!

Praise Him! Praise Him! 
glorious in his faithfulness. 
 
Father-like, he tends and spares us, 
Well our feeble frame he knows, 
in his hands he gently bears us, 
rescues us from all our foes: 
Praise Him! Praise Him!

Praise Him! Praise Him! 
widely as his mercy flows. 
 
Angels, help us to adore him; 
ye behold him face to face; 
sun and moon, bow down before him, 
dwellers all in time and space. 
Praise Him! Praise Him!

Praise Him! Praise Him! 
praise with us the God of grace.
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Collect


Almighty God, whose Son revealed in signs and 
miracles the wonder of your saving presence: renew 
your people with your heavenly grace, and in all our 
weakness sustain us by your mighty power; through 
Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who is alive and 
reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and for ever.  Amen.


Almighty God, who caused the light of the gospel to 
shine throughout the world through the preaching of 
your servant Saint Paul: grant that we who celebrate 
his wonderful conversion may follow him in bearing 
witness to your truth; through Jesus Christ your Son 
our Lord, who is alive and reigns with you, in the 
unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.  
Amen.


Reading: Psalm 79


A psalm of Asaph.

1 O God, the nations have invaded your inheritance; 
    they have defiled your holy temple, 
    they have reduced Jerusalem to rubble. 
2 They have left the dead bodies of your servants 
    as food for the birds of the sky, 
    the flesh of your own people for the animals of 
the wild. 
3 They have poured out blood like water 
    all around Jerusalem, 
    and there is no one to bury the dead. 
4 We are objects of contempt to our neighbours, 
    of scorn and derision to those around us.

5 How long, Lord? Will you be angry for ever? 
    How long will your jealousy burn like fire? 
6 Pour out your wrath on the nations 
    that do not acknowledge you, 
on the kingdoms 
    that do not call on your name; 
7 for they have devoured Jacob 
    and devastated his homeland.

8 Do not hold against us the sins of past generations; 
    may your mercy come quickly to meet us, 
    for we are in desperate need. 
9 Help us, God our Saviour, 
    for the glory of your name; 



deliver us and forgive our sins 
    for your name’s sake. 
10 Why should the nations say, 
    ‘Where is their God?’


Before our eyes, make known among the nations 
    that you avenge the outpoured blood of your 
servants. 
11 May the groans of the prisoners come before you; 
    with your strong arm preserve those condemned 
to die. 
12 Pay back into the laps of our neighbours seven 
times 
    the contempt they have hurled at you, Lord. 
13 Then we your people, the sheep of your pasture, 
    will praise you for ever; 
from generation to generation 
    we will proclaim your praise.


Reading: 2 Corinthians 3:7-18

7 Now if the ministry that brought death, which was 
engraved in letters on stone, came with glory, so that 
the Israelites could not look steadily at the face of 
Moses because of its glory, transitory though it 
was,  8 will not the ministry of the Spirit be even 
more glorious?  9  If the ministry that brought 
condemnation was glorious, how much more glorious is 
the ministry that brings righteousness!  10  For what 
was glorious has no glory now in comparison with the 
surpassing glory.  11 And if what was transitory came 
with glory, how much greater is the glory of that 
which lasts!

12 Therefore, since we have such a hope, we are very 
bold.  13 We are not like Moses, who would put a veil 
over his face to prevent the Israelites from seeing the 
end of what was passing away.  14  But their minds 
were made dull, for to this day the same veil remains 
when the old covenant is read. It has not been 
removed, because only in Christ is it taken 
away.  15 Even to this day when Moses is read, a veil 
covers their hearts.  16 But whenever anyone turns to 
the Lord, the veil is taken away.  17 Now the Lord is 
the Spirit, and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there 
is freedom.  18 And we all, who with unveiled faces 
contemplate  the Lord’s glory, are being transformed 
into his image with ever-increasing glory, which comes 
from the Lord, who is the Spirit.


This is the word of the Lord

Thanks be to God


Reading: John 3:1-21


The holy Gospel is written in the 3rd chapter of the 
Gospel according to Saint John, beginning at the 1st 
verse.

Glory to you, O Lord.


3  Now there was a Pharisee, a man named 
Nicodemus who was a member of the Jewish ruling 
council. 2 He came to Jesus at night and said, ‘Rabbi, 
we know that you are a teacher who has come from 
God. For no one could perform the signs you are 
doing if God were not with him.’

3 Jesus replied, ‘Very truly I tell you, no one can see 
the kingdom of God unless they are born again.’

4  ‘How can someone be born when they are old?’ 
Nicodemus asked. ‘Surely they cannot enter a second 
time into their mother’s womb to be born!’

5 Jesus answered,  ‘Very truly I tell you, no one can 
enter the kingdom of God unless they are born of 
water and the Spirit. 6 Flesh gives birth to flesh, but 
the Spirit gives birth to spirit.  7 You should not be 
surprised at my saying, “You  must be born 
again.”  8  The wind blows wherever it pleases. You 
hear its sound, but you cannot tell where it comes 
from or where it is going. So it is with everyone born 
of the Spirit.’

9 ‘How can this be?’ Nicodemus asked.

10  ‘You are Israel’s teacher,’  said Jesus,  ‘and do you 
not understand these things? 11 Very truly I tell you, 
we speak of what we know, and we testify to what 
we have seen, but still you people do not accept our 
testimony.  12 I have spoken to you of earthly things 
and you do not believe; how then will you believe if I 
speak of heavenly things?  13 No one has ever gone 
into heaven except the one who came from heaven – 
the Son of Man. 14 Just as Moses lifted up the snake 
in the wilderness, so the Son of Man must be lifted 
up,  15 that everyone who believes may have eternal 
life in him.’

16 For God so loved the world that he gave his one 
and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not 



perish but have eternal life.  17 For God did not send 
his Son into the world to condemn the world, but to 
save the world through him.  18 Whoever believes in 
him is not condemned, but whoever does not believe 
stands condemned already because they have not 
believed in the name of God’s one and only 
Son.  19 This is the verdict: light has come into the 
world, but people loved darkness instead of light 
because their deeds were evil. 20 Everyone who does 
evil hates the light, and will not come into the light 
for fear that their deeds will be exposed.  21  But 
whoever lives by the truth comes into the light, so 
that it may be seen plainly that what they have done 
has been done in the sight of God.


This is the Gospel of the Lord

Praise to you, O Christ


Talk


Song:  To God be the glory


To God be the glory, great things He hath done, 
So loved He the world that He gave us His Son, 
Who yielded His life an atonement for sin, 
And opened the life-gate that all may go in.


Chorus:

Praise the Lord, praise the Lord, 
  Let the earth hear His voice; 
Praise the Lord, praise the Lord, 
  Let the people rejoice; 
Oh, come to the Father, through Jesus the Son, 
  And give Him the glory; great things He hath done.


Oh, perfect redemption, the purchase of blood, 
To every believer the promise of God; 
The vilest offender who truly believes, 
That moment from Jesus a pardon receives.


Chorus


Great things He hath taught us, great things He hath 
done, 
And great our rejoicing through Jesus the Son; 
But purer, and higher, and greater will be 
Our wonder, our worship, when Jesus we see.


Chorus


The Creed


We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and 
unseen.


We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of 
God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, 
Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, 
not made, of one Being with the Father; through him 
all things were made.


For us and for our salvation he came down from 
heaven, was incarnate from the Holy Spirit and the 
Virgin Mary and was made man.


For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried.  On the third day 
he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he 
ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand 
of the Father.  He will come again in glory to judge 
the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no 
end.


We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of 
life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son, who 
with the Father and the Son is worshipped and 
glorified, who has spoken through the prophets.


We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of 
sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and 
the life of the world to come.  Amen.




Prayers


Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.


Prayer of confession


Father eternal, giver of light and grace, we have 
sinned against you and against our neighbour, in 
what we have thought, in what we have said and 
done, through ignorance, through weakness, 
through our own deliberate fault.  We have 
wounded your love, and marred your image in us.  
We are sorry and ashamed, and repent of all our 
sins.  For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, who 
died for us, forgive us all that is past; and lead us 
out from darkness to walk as children of light.  
Amen.


Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give thanks and praise.


It is indeed right, it is our duty and our joy, at all 
times and in all places to give you thanks and 
praise,

holy Father, heavenly King, almighty and eternal 
God.


Therefore with angels and archangels, and with all 
the company of heaven, we proclaim your great and 
glorious name, for ever praising you, and saying:

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna 
in the highest.


Prayer of Humble Access


We do not presume to come to this your table, 
merciful Lord, trusting in our own righteousness, but 
in your manifold and great mercies.  We are not 
worthy so much as to gather up the crumbs under 

your table. But you are the same Lord whose nature 
is always to have mercy. Grant us therefore, 
gracious Lord, so to eat the flesh of your dear Son 
Jesus Christ and to drink his blood, that our sinful 
bodies may be made clean by his body, and our souls 
washed through his most precious blood, and that 
we may evermore dwell in him, and he in us. Amen.


The prayer of consecration is said and the 

bread is distributed


Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy 
name; thy kingdom come; thy will be done; on 
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily 
bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive 
those who trespass against us. And lead us not into 
temptation; but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 
kingdom, the power and the glory, for ever and 
ever.  Amen.


Song:  When I survey


When I survey the wondrous cross 
On which the Prince of glory died, 
My richest gain I count but loss, 
And pour contempt on all my pride.


Forbid it, Lord, that I should boast, 
Save in the death of Christ my God! 
All the vain things that charm me most, 
I sacrifice them to His blood.


See from His head, His hands, His feet, 
Sorrow and love flow mingled down! 
Did e’er such love and sorrow meet, 
Or thorns compose so rich a crown?


Were the whole realm of nature mine, 
That were a present far too small; 
Love so amazing, so divine, 
Demands my soul, my life, my all.


